
AFCEC/Public Affairs 
2261 Hughes Ave., Suite 155 
JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-9853 

Feedback, comments, and more information 
I would like more information about the environmental cleanup of the former Galena FOL. 

I would like more information about the Restoration Advisory Board for the former Galena FOL. 

Please let us know how we are doing.  Your comments and opinions are welcomed and assist the Air Force in providing 
the most accurate and up-to-date information regarding the cleanup for the former Galena FOL.  Fill out this form and 
send it to the address listed below. 

Name  (Mr./Mrs./Ms.) 

Organization 

Street Address State Zip Phone 

Additional Comments 

 

Detach and mail this section in a stamped envelope to: AFCEC/Public Affairs, 2261 Hughes Ave., Suite 155, JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-9853 

BRAC Transition Coordinator: 

Mr. Gail Graban 

Air Force Civil Engineer Center 

2261 Hughes Ave., Suite 155 

JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-9853 

Phone: (210) 395-9422 

BRAC Environmental Coordinator: 

Mr. AL Weilbacher 

Air Force Civil Engineer Center 

2261 Hughes Ave., Suite 155 

JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-9853 

Phone: (210) 395-8239 

General Questions: 

AFCEC/Public Affairs 

2261 Hughes Ave., Suite 155 

JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-9853 

Toll Free (866) 725-7617 

AFCEC.PA@us.af.mil 
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Alaska DOT&PF supports Air Force efforts at Galena Airport   
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The Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
Northern Region office in Fairbanks maintains over 8,625 
lane miles of roads and highways (paved and unpaved) 
and 1,548 lane miles of airport surfaces. It cares for 390 
bridges, 408 public buildings, one 
seaplane float pond, 104 airports and 
575 airport leases.   

A lesser known fact is that DOT&PF 
also acts as the state’s real property 
agent, and in that capacity is respon-
sible for coordinating and working 
with the Air Force to return the 
leased land to the state. The Air 
Force currently retains interest in al-
most 100 acres of land, the majority 
of which is outside the triangle area. 
To support this goal, DOT&PF is making it a priority to 
get the property records updated for future land transfers, 
leases/permits. Margaret Moody, DOT&PF added, “Our 
major focus in the last few months has been to update the 
land occupancy drawings or maps of the Galena airport 
that divide all lots available to be leased subject to condi-

tions from the Federal Aviation Administration and leas-
ing requirements. AFCEC was invaluable in providing us 
with the information behind the possible transfer of the 
property.”   

DOT&PF has gone through the 
painstaking effort of hand-drawing 
the lots and blocks from the current 
survey in the triangle area north of 
the airfield and closely examining 
each property which was renamed 
with the new survey and put onto 
the new red line drawings. “We 
were pleased at how quickly we 
could get our land occupancy draw-
ings up to date. We now know 
where we are and we are making it a  

priority to move ahead,” Moody added.   

DOT&PF also supports the environmental cleanup efforts 
at Galena in providing timely review and approval of 
building permits for investigation and excavation field-
work.  

PBR Schedule Overview: The Air Force released the Final Request for Proposal for the Performance-based Re-
mediation of the Galena sites on Nov. 15. AFCEC plans to receive proposals in early January 2014 and award a contract 
in late February 2014. The awarded contract will cover all environmental sites at Galena and run through September 
2020. AFCEC held a pre-solicitation conference in San Antonio at the end of August with both ADOT and ADEC in 
attendance. AFCEC was encouraged by the turnout of contractors interested in finding out more about the Galena PBR 
contract. AFCEC looks forward to introducing the PBR contractor to the community at the next RAB meeting in April 
2014.  

Wall of Galena maps at DOT&PF’s Fairbanks office  

 

Note: Due to the shortage of housing, the Air Force proposes to hold the next RAB meeting at noon on Wednesday, 
April 16, 2014, at the Larsen Charlie Hall. This will enable presenters to fly in and out of Galena in one day. Topics for 
discussion will include the PBR contract, results of the 2013 investigations, and plans for 2014. If the proposed date, 
time or location are not convenient for the community, please contact AFCEC. Contact information available on page 4. 

Next RAB Meeting: April 16, 2014, Noon, Larsen Charlie Hall 
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Galena flood compresses cleanup  meline  
Severe flooding in May shortened the Air Force’s summer work 
season by two months. Despite this compressed timeline, the Air 
Force Civil Engineer Center, or AFCEC, and its contractors man-
aged to accomplish nearly all of the cleanup work they had in-
tended for 2013. AFCEC had to postpone the continuation and 
completion of the investigation of the Military Munitions Re-
sponse Program sites until 2014 due to the location of  some sites 
outside the dike which did not sufficiently dry out for work to be 
conducted in 2013. Activities completed in 2013 included the 
following:  

1. AFCEC completed the excavation of 8,700 cubic yards of pe-
troleum contaminated soil at Site SS016 near the Bureau of Land 
Management. Site SS016 is the location of the former pump 
house and fuel lines that connected the barge unloading area to 
the Petroleum, Oils, and Lubricants Tank Farm. This excavation 
removed the most highly contaminated soil to reduce impact to 
groundwater and enable future development of this area. Con-
taminated soil was transported to the Galena landfarm, located at 
the former Campion runway, for treatment prior to disposal. The 
next step in the cleanup process will be to update the site charac-
terization report based on the results from sampling the SS016 
excavation sidewalls and floor and prepare the cleanup plan.  

2. AFCEC expanded the landfarm at the former Campion runway 
to double the treatment capacity from approximately 2,500 to 
5,000 cubic yards of petroleum contaminated soil. Soil placed in 
the landfarm in 2012 was successfully treated in one season and 
contractors transported it to the City of Galena landfill in 2013 
for use as cover material. The landfarm was expanded and then 
filled with soil from the Site SS016 excavation. Due to the short-

ened field season, the contaminated soil was tilled for only one 
month before having to cover for the winter. Samples collected at 
the end of the season indicate additional tilling is needed next 

summer before cleanup levels will be reached.    

3. AFCEC collected additional soil and groundwater samples 
around the base in order to complete the investigations to deter-
mine the extent of the contamination. Many of the drilling loca-
tions were within the airfield and required shutting down the run-
way at night. Planning and coordination between ADOT, City of 
Galena, BLM, and AFCEC and its contractors was critical to the 
success of this effort. AFCEC contractors successfully completed 
drilling and well installation in 3 weeks with minimal impact to 
airfield operations. Contractors were able to clear the airfield and 

reopen the runway in 15 minutes to enable an emergency aircraft 
to land during night drilling activities.  

Contractors find a layer of wood debris about 8 feet deep at the SS016 
excava on that may be remnants of the 1945 flood or from the original 
airport construc on.  

AFCEC contractors prepare the newly expanded landfarm for the cold  
winter months.  

Contractors drill through the night advancing a monitoring well at Site 
FT001 (Former Fire Training Area) during a night‐ me runway closure. 



Air Force reunites Galena families with sled dogs 
It’s been seven months since icy flood waters of the Yukon Riv-
er nearly wiped out Galena. As the town scrambled to recover 
and return to some level of normalcy before the start of the harsh 
winter season, sled dog owners that had evacuated with their 
teams to Fairbanks faced the unique challenge of trying to find a 
way to transport their dogs back to the isolated town. 
 
“A majority of the dogs were evacuated to Fairbanks by private 
charities with some assistance from the National Guard,” said 
Andy John, a team leader with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Corps. “As recovery has progressed, some of the 
locals are ready to return, and naturally, they want to be able to 
bring their dogs home too.” 
 
As the water began to rise back in May, Jon Korta and his family 
faced a difficult decision. “I couldn't bring myself to evacuate 
and leave my dogs behind. First, we moved them to higher 
ground, then onto our deck and then finally the water got so high 
that we had to put them into a boat with us.” 
 
As the summer passed by, Korta, like many of his neighbors 
with sled dogs, couldn't quite get used to life without his team. 
“You get used to having them around ... going out and feeding 
them in the morning, it just wasn't the same,” he said. “I was 
more than ready to bring them home.” 
 
Initially, many families were using a cargo plane that flew sup-
plies into Galena twice a week, but with full sled teams waiting 
to return and limited cargo space, there was too much uncertain-
ty. “It was very frustrating for the families -- they just wanted to 
bring their dogs home,” said John. “We were looking for alterna-
tive solutions when we turned to the Air Force.” 
 
In July, with little-to-no housing available after the flood for 
AFCEC’s environmental contractors, the agency began charter-
ing daily flights with Freeborn-Chapman from Fairbanks in or-
der to continue with the cleanup without burdening the recovery 
efforts and using up valuable resources. “We’re there each sum-
mer trying to get as much accomplished as we can before the 
extreme winter conditions set in,” said Paul Bernheisel, a region-
al field engineer with AFCEC. “We have a job to do and we 
have a short window of time in which to do it each summer. 
Chartering a daily flight between Fairbanks and Galena was the 
best solution.” 
 

When approached with the request to transport the dogs, 
AFCEC’s on-site crew supported the idea with enthusiasm, said 
John. On Sept.16 Tiny and Cruger became the first canine pas-
sengers to return home to Galena. 
 
“It was quite a special moment to be a part of,” said John. 
“These people have been through so much over the past few 
months; it was nice to see the joy and excitement, not just  from 
the families, but also all the people who had a part in making it 
happen.” 
 
With the final flight date fast approaching, AFCEC and FEMA 
ramped up their efforts to ensure enough cargo space was availa-
ble to safely transport the remaining members of Korta’s sled 
team. And on Sept. 25 the final five dogs returned home to Gale-
na.   

 
“It's great to have them back,” said Korta. “I really missed them, 
and I am just so grateful to have them back. It just didn’t feel 
like home without them.” Bernheisel proudly added, “We ac-
complished a big part of our mission -- we put the people of Ga-
lena first. After the flood they encouraged us to find a way to 
continue with the cleanup. Not only did we do that, but we were 
also able to give something important back to them -- part of 
their family.” 
 
The Air Force is and always will be 100 percent commi ed to its 
clean‐up efforts and the Galena community. We are especially 
cognizant during this difficult me and will con nue to make 
progress on environmental cleanup of sites without disrup on 
to Galena’s rebuilding efforts.  
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Korta’s sled team waits out the flood in a boat for two days.   

 Groundwater sampling in April 2014 

 Soil Vapor Extraction/biovent systems testing in April 2014 
prior to summer shutdown  

 Ongoing operation of the bioreactor 

 Treatment of soil at the landfarm 

 Groundwater sampling in September 2014 

 Completing the investigation of the Military Munitions  Re-
sponse Program sites  

Work scheduled for Summer 2014 


