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FOR THE RECORD

CORRECTIONS

The Portsmouth Herald 

welcomes suggestions or 

complaints about errors that 

warrant correction. Please 

e-mail corrections to news@

seacoastonline.com. You can 

also call Executive Editor 

Howard Altschiller at (603) 

570-2202 or Digital News 

Editor Glenn Sabalewski at 

(603) 570-2244.

LOTTERIES

This weekend, the Django 

by the Sea Festival will bring 

lots of gypsy jazz musi-

cians to The Dance Hall in 

Kittery. Read an interview 

with guitar virtuoso John 

Jorgenson, who will perform 

at the festival, and learn 

how the festival now in its 

second year got started in 

this week’s edition of EDGE 

magazine, inserted inside 

the Thursday Portsmouth 

Herald.

EDGE Radio, our stream-

ing radio station, is your 

home for local high school 

football. This week, listen to 

St. Thomas vs. Windham in a 

state championship rematch 

at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 

1. Click on the radio player 

at Seacoastonline.com or go 

directly to edgeradio.com.

Press release

P O R T S M O U T H  — 
Fire Capt. William McQuillen 
was awarded a Meritorious 
Service Medal by the New 
Hampshire Fire and Emer-
gency Medical Services 
Committee during a ceremony 
in Concord Monday. The 
medal is presented to individu-
als or agencies whose actions 
the Committee of Merit feels 
have had a significant impact 
on the fire service or Emer-
gency Medical Services in New 
Hampshire. Recipients are not 
nominated, they are chosen by 
the committee exclusively.

A 27-year veteran of the 

Portsmouth Fire Department 
and the department’s training 
officer, McQuillen was chosen
“for exemplary leadership and 
tireless advocacy for workers,” 

it was announced. He serves 
as vice chair of the Governor’s 
Workers Compensation Advi-
sory Council and has been an 
elected union official for 25 
years. 

McQuillen helped establish 
a charity for New Hampshire 
Line of Duty Deaths for fire-
fighters and was chosen to be 
a guest of U.S. Sen. Jeanne 
Shaheen at President Barack 
Obama’s State of the Union 
Address in 2014. He advo-
cates for firefighters and their 
families in the New Hampshire 
Legislature and volunteers 
as a member of the board of 
directors for Haven, an organi-
zation dedicated to addressing
public health through violence 
prevention and improving the 
well-being of children and 
families. McQuillen lives in 
Portsmouth with his wife of 
20 years, Molly, and their two 
sons Liam and Brendan.

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL

Portsmouth fi re captain honored

Portsmouth Fire Capt. William McQuillen, right, is seen with Fire Chief 

Steve Achilles in Concord, where McQuillen received a Meritorious 

Service Medal. COURTESY PHOTO

By Max Sullivan
msullivan@seacoastonline.com

SEABROOK – The son of 
a former Hampton police 
chief is pleading not guilty to 
a disorderly conduct charge 
after he was arrested last 
month by his father’s former 
department.

Matthew Sullivan, 23, of 
Hampton, son of former 
Chief Jamie Sullivan, entered 
the not guilty plea via his 
attorney Andrew Cotrupi 
Sept. 23 in Seabrook District 
Court. 

He was arrested Aug. 21 on 
Ocean Boulevard at 1:37 a.m. 
A police complaint alleges 

Sullivan “knowingly (refused) 
to comply with a lawful order 
of a peace officer to move 
from or remain away from 
any public place to wit: Ocean 
Blvd.”

Sullivan waived his Tues-
day morning arraignment, 
and a trial has not been 
scheduled.

Hampton police would 
not confirm that Sullivan is 
the former chief’s son, but 
current Hampton Police 
Chief Richard Sawyer said 
the case has been turned 
over to the Rockingham 
County attorney’s office 
due to a conflict of interest. 

Jamie Sullivan retired 
from the department in 
2014 to take a new position 
as assistant town manager, 
which he holds today.

HAMPTON

Town oi  cial’s
son arrested
Matthew Sullivan 
charged with 
disorderly conduct

Sept. 25

8:07 a.m.: Responded to Straw-

bery Banke for a complaint 

about a man camping with an 

open container on the property. 

He was summonsed and moved 

along.

9:19 a.m.: Assisted on Jones 

Avenue where a fi re was burn-

ing in a dumpster at the scrap 

metal yard.

9:31 a.m.: Responded to Maple-

wood Avenue for a call about 

a loud argument and a woman 

saying she was pushed 

out of her home. Arrested 

Robert Denicola, 41, of 348 

Maplewood Ave., on a charge 

alleging domestic violence 

simple assault. 

10:05 a.m.: Assisted fi refi ghters 

at Spinnaker Way where there 

was a report about the inside 

odor of gas.

11:09 a.m.: Caller reported 

losing a cellphone on State 

Street. 

11:22 a.m.: Responded to 

Gosling Road for a complaint 

about a barking dog bothering 

a resident’s service dog.

12:22 p.m.: Helped return a 

found phone to its owner.

12:26 p.m.: Caller reported fi nd-

ing a bicycle on Market Street.

1:16 p.m.: Caller reported she 

found her stolen car.

1:53 p.m.: Assisted under 

Memorial Bridge where a 

bicyclist was brushed by 

a car, but refused medical 

attention.

2:38 p.m.: Verbal warning given 

to a skateboarder who was 

almost hit by a car on Pleas-

ant Street.

2:44 p.m.: Caller reported 

losing a phone.

5:47 p.m.: A resident asked 

police to escort him while he 

went to Newington to retrieve 

his AR-15 from an ex-girlfriend 

who was in the company of 

another man. The resident 

advised that he was armed 

and wanted an offi cer to help 

keep the peace. 

6:01 p.m.: Caller reported receiv-

ing a phone call from someone 

claiming to be raising funds for 

fi refighters. An offi cer deter-

mined there was no crime.

8:56 p.m.: Checked on a car 

parked on Manor Drive and 

as a result, arrested Gary 

Griffi th, 62, of 345 Dorchester 

St. No. 208, Boston, on charges 

alleging drug possession 

and possession of drugs in a 

motor vehicle.

9:15 p.m.: Checked on a car 

parked on Peirce Island after 

hours, found a woman nap-

ping and moved her along.

10:44 p.m.: Spoke with a man 

behind a building off Lafayette 

Road and determined he was 

back there collecting cigarette 

butts.

11:20 p.m.: Caller reported a 

suspicious man, carrying a 

gallon water jug, in the area of 

State Street.

11:42 p.m.: Checked on a man 

in the middle of State Street, 

determined he had been 

drinking and he agreed to go 

back inside.

Sept. 26

1:29 p.m.: Responded to State 

Street where a woman said a 

man was on her roof. Police 

found no one on the roof.

3:02 a.m.: Assisted a resident 

who said his wife left the hos-

pital before formal discharge, 

had an IV in her arm and 

was missing. After a search, 

the woman was located and 

brought back to the hospital.

3:20 a.m.: Responded to Lafay-

ette Road for a complaint 

about a man lying in an entry-

way with a blanket. The man 

was moved along and “did not 

know he couldn’t stay there 

after having some drinks.”
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By Brian Early
bearly@seacoastonline.com

PORTSMOUTH — The 
first man on death row exon-
erated by DNA evidence 
returned to Portsmouth to 
screen a documentary high-
lighting his ordeal of being 
wrongfully sentenced to 
death and urged the audience 
to lobby to repeal the state’s 
death penalty law.

Kirk Bloodsworth was 
convicted in 1985 and sen-
tenced to die for the brutal 
murder of a 9-year-old 
that happened the summer 
before. Eight and half years 
later he was freed when DNA 
tests determined the semen 
found in the girl’s under-
wear was not his. The DNA 
was later connected to Kim-
berly Shay Ruffner, a person 
Bloodsworth had known 
from his time in prison. 
Ruffner was serving time for 
another crime. 

B l o o d s w o r t h ’ s  t a l k 
and movie screening at 
the Portsmouth Public 
Library  was sponsored by 
the New Hampshire Coali-
tion to Abolish the Death 
Penalty. The organization 
will once again work to 
lobby the coming legislature 
to abolish the death penalty 
in the state. While the New 
Hampshire House has passed 

legislation a number of times 
this century to abolish it, it 
has deadlocked in the state 
Senate the past two legis-
lative sessions. In 2000, it 
passed both houses but was 
vetoed by then Gov. Jeanne 
Shaheen.  

The documentary tells not 
only Bloodsworth’s story 
starting right before the 
murder of Dawn Hamilton 

in Rosedale, Maryland, but 
it also follows him around 
Maryland in 2013 when he 
and others successfully 
lobbied the legislature and 
governor to repeal the state’s 
death penalty law, which 
would have killed him if the 
DNA evidence didn’t set him 
free.

“The death penalty is fal-
lible. We can get it wrong,” 
Bloodsworth says in the doc-
umentary “Bloodsworth: An 
Innocent Man.” 

Bloodsworth, a former 
Marine, works as director 
of advocacy for Witness to 
Innocence, a nonprofit com-
prised of exonerated death 
row inmates who work to 
repeal death penalty laws. 
In 2013, he spoke in Ports-
mouth at the South Church 
telling the story that has now 
become much of the focus of 
the documentary. He is one 
of 155 death row inmates who 
have been exonerated since 
1973, but only one of 18 who 
were exonerated with DNA 
evidence.

His main argument is that 
humans can make mistakes, 

and these mistakes can result 
in the death of innocent people. 

“Should human beings be 
running a death system?” he 
rhetorically asked the large 
crowd that gathered at the 
library. “The answer is no.” 

He quoted Freddie Lee 
Pitts, who was exonerated 
from death row in Florida. 
“You can release an inno-
cent man from prison, but 
you can’t release him from 
the grave.” 

In New Hampshire there 
is one man on death row: 
Michael Addison, who was 
sentenced to death for  mur-
dering Manchester police 
officer Michael Briggs in 
October 2006. The state 
Supreme Court upheld the 
sentence last year, though 
it is likely the case will be 
appealed to federal court. 
The last time New Hamp-
shire killed someone on 
death row was in 1939.

Bloodsworth is sched-
uled to make a similar 
presentation in Plymouth on 
Wednesday evening and in 
Manchester  on Thursday 
evening. 

PORTSMOUTH

Bloodsworth advocates 
abolishing death penalty

A still of Kirk Bloodsworth is projected on a screen as the audi-

ence watches the documentary, “Bloodsworth: An Innocent Man.” 

Bloodsworth, the first American sentenced to death row who was 

exonerated by DNA, spoke after the screening at the Portsmouth 

Public Library on Tuesday. PHOTO BY IOANNA RAPTIS/SEACOASTONLINE

Former Marine was 
fi rst person cleared 
by DNA evidence
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