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Background: What are PFAS?

PFAS are synthetic fluorinated organiccompounds used in manyindustrial and consumer productssuch as nonstick cookware,
stain-resistant fabric and carpet, some food packaging and specialized firefighting foam.

In 1970, the Air Force began using Aqueous Film Forming Foam (AFFF), which contains PFAS. AFFF is the most efficient
extinguishing method for petroleum-based fires andis widely used across the firefightingindustry to protect people and
property.

Air Force and Regulatory Actions

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) classified two ofthe PFAS, perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) and

perfluorooctanoicacid (PFOA), as emerging contaminants. These are chemicalsand materials that: (a) have pathwaysto enterthe

environment; (b) present potentialunacceptable human health orenvironmentalrisks; and (c) either donot have promulgated

standardsbased on peer-reviewed science, or the promulgated regulatory standardsare evolvingdue to new science, detection

capabilities, or pathways.

e |n 2010, TheAir Force CivilEngineer Center begana comprehensive assessment process to determine whether AFFFmay
have been released on active, Reserve, Air National Guardand closed installations.

e In 2014, the TexasCommission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) published requirements for 16 PFAS, including PFOS and
PFOA, underthe Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) regulations.

e OnMay19,2016,the USEPA established Lifetime Health Advisory (HA) levels of 70 parts per trillion for PFOS and PFOA in
drinking water.
PFAS at the former Reese AFB

The Air Force is working closely with USEPA Region 6 and TCEQ to identify locations at the former Reese Air Force Base where
PFAS may have been released andinitiate any required mitigation actions.

Preliminary Assessment

e Areview of historicrecords to identify fire training areas, crash sitesand other areasat the installation where AFFF was used,
stored, handled orreleased wascompletedin January 2016.

Site Inspection

e Sitelnspections havebeenconductedatallidentified sitesonthe former base to investigate potential AFFFrelease areas.
The inspectionincludessampling groundwater, surface water, soil and sedimentto verify where releases occurred. During
theinitial phase ofthe investigation, we determined throughlaboratory testingthat PFAS are present in groundwater at the
former Reese AFB.

Mitigation of drinking water contamination

e When PFOS/PFOAlevels indrinkingwater well samplesexceed the EPA’s HA levels, the Air Force promptly providesan
alternate drinking water source, like bottled water, until a permanent solutionis in place. Permanent solutions may include
installation of a filtration systemor connection of impacted wellsto a public drinking water supply at the Air Force’s expense.

e Inlate November2017, the Air Force began sampling private wells and community water system wells within one mile
downgradientfrom former Reese AFB. To date, more than 450 drinking water wells have been sampled. One-hundred-
eighty-five (185) private wells and three public wells serving 320 households exceed the USEPA HA levels for PFOS, PFOA,
(or sumof PFOSand PFOA), and/or additional PFAS for which the TCEQ has published protective concentrationlevels (PCLs).
Seventy-seven (77) individual treatment systems consisting of granular activated carbon and resin, also known as GAC
systems, have been installedin households which exceed eitherthe USEPA HAs and/or TCEQ PCLs. Additional GAC
systemsare beinginstalled weekly. Results have been shared withowners, TCEQ, and USEPA.

e Forthose wells with water samplesshowinglevelsbelow USEPAHA and/or TCEQPCLs, the Air Force may conduct additional
periodic sampling to trackchanges in the levelsand determine if furtheraction isnecessary.

e Otheractions: The Air Force will follow applicable requirementsto furtherinvestigate identified PFAS.
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