





year for 2018 through 2022, on weekdays, and during summer (June through  1gust)
or fall (September through November) months.

(b) Conduct aerial and range camera monitoring before, during, and after all missions per
section 7(a-b) of this Letter of Authorization (LOA), § 218.55, and the 86 FWS
Protected Species Mitigation and Monitoring Plan.

(c) Delay LRS WSEP training if daytime weather and/or sea conditions preclude aircraft
from conducting aerial surveys.

(d) Exclusion Zone: Delay LRS WSEP training if a marine mammal is observed in the
designated exclusion zone (2.3 mile (mi) (3,704 m) from the weapon impact site,
resuming only after the animal is observed exiting the harassment zones or, ba [ on
speed and direction, it is likely the marine mammal has cleared the zone and 30
minutes have passed since last sighting.

(e) Harassment Zone: Delay live munition detonations if a marine mammal is observed
in a designated harassment zone (Table 3) if the manner of taking is not authorized
(e.g., animal is observed in Level A harassment zone for that species and no Level A
take is authorized), resuming only after the animal is observed exiting the harassment
zones or, based on speed and direction, it is likely the marine mammal has cleared the
zone and 30 minutes have passed since last sighting.

(f) Shift the target site as far as possible from an observed marine mammal’s location
(but within the two-mile wide weapon impact area) if a marine ma nal is observed
during the pre-mission survey or during missions and continuing the mission will not
result in an unauthorized take of a marine mammal.

(g) Delay live munition detonations if an unauthorized take of a marine mammal occurs,
and report the incident to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMI  Office of
Protected Resources (OPR), NMFS Pacific Islands Regional Office (PIRO), and the
Pacific Islands Region Marine Mammal Stranding Network representative
immediately followed by a report to NMFS within 24 hours.

(h) Conduct mitigation and monitoring per the 86 FWS’s Protected Species Mitigation
and Monitoring Plan, dated August 2017.

Monitoring and Reporting — When conducting operations identified in Section 4, the
Holder of the Authorization and any person(s) operating under his authority must
implement the following monitoring and reporting measures and the 86 FWS’ Protected
Species Mitigation and Monitoring Plan, dated August 2017. All reports should be
submitted to the Director, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring MD 20910.







(d) The Holder of the Authorization must notify NMFS immediately (or as soon as
operational security considerations allow) if the specified activity identified in § 218.50
is thought to have resulted in the mortality or serious injury of any marine mammal, or
in any take of marine mammals not identified in § 218.52 and Table 2 of this LOA.

(e) The Holder of the LOA must conduct all monitoring and reporting required under the
LOA, including abiding by the 86 FWS Protected Species Mitigation and Monitoring

Plan, dated August 2017.

(f) Mission Schedule Notification-The 86 FWS shall notify the Pacific Islands Regional
Office (PIRO; greg.balogh@noaa.gov), regarding the mission training schedule at least
72 hours prior to mission onset and one business day after completion of missions to
declare that missions are complete.

(g) General notification of injured or dead marine mammals:

1. In the unanticipated event that the specified activity clearly causes the take of a
marine mammal in a manner prohibited by the LOA, such as serious injury or
mortality, the 86 FWS shall immediately cease the specified activities and
immediately report the incident to Pacific Islands Regional Marine Mammal
Stranding Network (888-256-9840), NMFS followed by a report submitted to
NMES Office of Protected Resources (OPR) and PIRO within 24 hours. The
report must include the following information:

1. Time and date of the incident;

. Description of the incident;

3. Environmental conditions (e.g., wind speed and direction, ' wufort
sea state, cloud cover, and visibility);

4. of all marine mammal observations in the 24 hours preceding the
incident;

5. Species identification or description of the animal(s) involved;

6. Fate of the animal(s); and

7. Photographs or video footage of the animal(s).

Activities shall not resume until NM.. 3 is able to review the circumstances of the
prohibited take. NMFS will work with 86 FWS to determine what measures are necessary
to minimize the likelihood of further prohibited take and ensure MMPA compliance. The
86 FWS may not resume their activities until notified by »  FS.

(h) In the event that 86 FWS discovers an injured or dead marine mammal, and the lead
observer determines that the cause of the injury or death is unknown and the death is
relatively recent (e.g., in less than a moderate state of decomposition), 86 . NS shall
immediately report the incident to the Pacific Islands Regional Stranding Coordinator,
followed by a report to NMFS OPR and the PIRO within 24 hours of the discovery. The
report must include the same information identified in (g)(i) of this section. Activities
may continue while NMFS reviews the circumstances of the incident. NMFS will work






9. (a) A Letter of Authorization issued under §§ 216.106 and 218.56 of this chapter for the
activity identified in § 218.50 shall be renewed or modified upon request of the applicant,
provided that:

(1) The proposed specified activity and mitigation, monitoring, and reporting measures,
as well as the anticipated impacts, are the same as those described and analyzed for
the regulations (excluding changes made pursuant to the adaptive management
provision of §218.57), and;

(2) NMFES determines that the mitigation, monitoring, and reporting measures required
by the previous LOA under the regulations were implemented.

(b) For LOA modification or renewal requests by the applicant that include changes to
the activity or the mitigation, monitoring, or reporting (excluding changes made pursuant
to the adaptive management provision of this chapter) that do not change the findings
made for the regulations or result in no more than a minor change in the total estimated
number of takes (or distribution by species or years), NMFS may publish a notice of
proposed LOA in the Federal Register, including the associated analysis illustrating the
change, and solicit public comment before issuing the LOA.

I1. A copy of this Authorization and the attached Subpart F of the regulations, or a
document containing the equivalent requirements specified in this Authorization or 50
CFR Subpart F, must be in the possession of the on-site Commanding Officer or Project
Engineer in order to take marine mammals under the authority of this Letter of
Authorization while conducting the specified activities.

12. The Holder of this Authorization and any person operating under his authority is
required to comply with the Terms and Conditions of the Incidental Take Statement
cprresponding to NMFS’ Biological Opinion as they pertain to listed marine mammals.

—— sfu) ]

Donna S. Wieting, Date

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisher . Service.
















